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(54) RETRIEVAL SUPPORTING METHOD AND DEVICE THEREFOR 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To support the retrieval of a user by utilizing the 
attribute value sequence of the retrieval history information of the user and 
presenting information predicted to be desired in the next retrieval by the user. 
SOLUTION: The history of the retrieval for which the user accesses a database 
106 is held in a log file 103 as an information ID. An index table 105 manages 
attribute information provided in the information stored in the data base 106. An 
attribute value prediction part 104 uses the log file 103 and the index table 105 t 
calculates an attribute value transition probability for each attribute of the 
retrieval history of the user and obtains the information ID corresponding to the 
attribute value in which the probability of appearing next to the attribute value 
transition of the information retrieved by the user lately is highest. A server 
control part 102 searches the information of the information ID from the data base 
106 and sends it to a terminal 101. 
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